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Estonian Theatre and Music Museum



Some facts about the museum

• Established in 1924

• Located in the old town of Tallinn, capital of Estonia

• 12 000 visitors in 2015 (210 excursions/educational

programs)

• Permanent exhibition – 200 m2

• New permanent exhibition – autumn 2016 

• ca 730 000 objects/items

• 18% of items in database www.muis.ee

• 1,4% of items are digitalized www.muis.ee

http://www.muis.ee/
http://www.muis.ee/


Permanent exhibition











History

Peeter SüdaDocument to register Peeter Süda 
Commemoration Society



Protocol from 
the Music 
Museum 
Society 
meeting, 
1934



Building the exhibition room in the Assauwe tower



Moving musical
instrument



Heino Vaks



Collection tree and 
growth of the collection

• 1947 – 1956 31 721 

• 1957 – 1960 71 317 

• 1961 – 1970 132 939 

• 1971 – 1980 149 910 

• 1981 – 1990 116 799 

• 1991 – 2000 116 369 

• 2001 – 2008 96 802 

• 2009 – 2012 17 884

• Aj: Historical objects

• Ar: Books/publications

• Df: Digital photos

• Fi: Video

• F: City newspaper photos

• Hp: Sound recordings

• K: Art collection:

• ...G: Graphics

• ...Gk: Cartoons    

• ...KT: Miniatures

• ...Sk: Sculptures

• ...ML: Paintings

• ...Sm: Death mask

• ...Mak: Staging mock

• M: Musician archives

• Mo: Music organizations archives

• Mi: Music instruments

• Fk: Photographic negatives

• Af: Posters

• R: Coins

• T: Theatre archive

• TA: Back up material 



Current situation
www.muis.ee
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Collections

Recording folk music in the Music Museum, 1936



Manuscripts

• John Dunstable
• Gregorian chant



Rudolf Tobias, Oratorio Des Jona Sendung, 1909



Heino Eller, 1918



Miina Härma, Tuljak



Mart Saar, 1925



Veljo Tormis, 1962



Arvo Pärt, Tabula rasa, 1977



Photos, documents, letters, programs etc



Concert program of Aino Tamm, 1892



Singing day in Järvamaa county



Member card of Jüri Music Society





Photos of Väägvere Brass Band, 1867 
Tallinn Conservatory ceremony, 1953



IX Song festival, 1938
XVIII Song festival, 1975



Negatives (Fk)

Band Fix perfoming for TV

Conductor Eri Klas



Digital photo collection (Df) 
Dance festival, 2009 and song festival, 2004



Sound recordings
collection (Hp)

Gunnar Graps and the band; Artur Rinne



Musical instrument 
collection (Mi)

Peeter Süda home organ, 
first music museum
instrument



Home organ, made by Terkmann, 1902
Harmonica, made by Kraemann & Olbrey



Pianos of Zumpe and Ehrig



Mechanical music 
instruments















Storage room for musical
instruments



Historical object collection
(Aj)  

Flag of Põlva choir



Posters collection (Af)



Caricature collection (Gk)



Painting collection (ML)
Mart Saar, by Osvald Raba 1979 Arvo Pärt, by Irina Bržeska 1979



Gustav Ernesaks, by Ellen and Kaljo Polli, 1954



Sculpture collection (Sk)
Ludvig Juht, by Ferdi Sannamees 1930 Tõnu Kaljuste, by Mare Mikof 1986



Libary
• Sheet of music

• Books

• Articles



Digitalization

• Principles • Options



Future collecting



Communicating
the collection

#tbt

In Estonian www.facebook.com/muuseum.algab.sudamest

In English @est_theatre_and_music_museum



Cooperation
• Eduard Tubin Museum in Alatskivi

• Museum of Gustav Ernesaks in Tallinn

• Family Kapp muuseum in Suure-Jaani

• Museum of Rudolf Tobias in Käina

• Arvo Pärt Center

• The State Concert Institute/Estonian National

Symphony Orcestra

• Association of Estonian Professional Musicians

• Estonian Song and Dance Celebration Foundation

• Estonian Music Information Centre



Thank you!
maris.rosenthal@tmm.ee
www.tmm.ee


